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JOHN

These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and
that by believing you may have life in his name. This is how the author of the book
of John explains his purpose in telling Jesus’ story, making the issue of belief central.
The author doesn’t identify himself by name; he simply describes himself as the
disciple whom Jesus loved. But we can still recognize who wrote this book, since the
different occurrences of this phrase show that this disciple was one of those closest to
Jesus. We know the phrase doesn’t refer to Peter, since he’s named separately. From
the stories of Jesus that others have recorded, we can see that this disciple could only
have been John. So the book’s traditional title correctly identifies its author. John may
have described himself anonymously out of humility, to show that he had come to
understand everything about himself in light of his relationship with Jesus.
In the beginning . . . John opens his book with a poetic prologue that mirrors
the first words of the Bible. This shows his readers that he’s going to tell the story of
Jesus as a story of new creation. His intention is confirmed by many other features
of the book. John’s prologue describes a light shining in the darkness, as at the first
creation. The book of Genesis reveals that the first creation was completed in six days,
followed by a seventh day of rest. For the Jews the number seven came to represent
completeness and wholeness, a finished work of God revealing his purpose for the
world. John uses the number seven in multiple ways to structure his book, showing
that the finished work of Jesus reveals God’s plan to renew his creation and bring us
the gift of life.
After his prologue, John tells the story of Jesus in two main parts:
: The first part (pp. 1819–1839) describes his public ministry.
: The second part (pp. 1839–1850) narrates the end of Jesus’ life, recording the
private instructions he gave to those who believed in him, and then depicts his
death and resurrection.
The book ends with an epilogue that was likely added to correct the
misunderstanding that John wouldn’t die until Jesus returned.
The action in the first part takes place in seven sections. Most of these sections
describe trips that Jesus made to Judea and back, usually to attend one of the religious
festivals that were celebrated in Jerusalem.
The first section places Jesus in Judea and provides a model of the structure of
the rest of the book. It relates how John the Baptist testified on three successive days
that Jesus was the Messiah, and then how, on the fourth day, Jesus called some of his
first followers. Three days later, on the seventh day, Jesus did his first miraculous sign,
and his disciples believed in him. In the next section Jesus goes to Jerusalem for the
Passover Festival. This pattern of “seven, then the Passover” can be seen in the book
as a whole. There are seven sections in the first part, then the entire second part is
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devoted to the Passover weekend on which Jesus gave his life for the world. Each of
these seven sections closes with a report on how different groups of people responded
to Jesus—either in faith or in unbelief.
In the first part of the book, a total of seven powerful signs are also related. These
signs point to Jesus’ identity as the one whom God has sent. (They don’t correspond
exactly with the section divisions, but they help mark them off.) At the end of this
part of the book, John marvels, Even after Jesus had performed so many signs in their
presence, they still would not believe in him. Near the conclusion of the whole book,
John invites the reader to respond differently: Jesus performed many other signs in the
presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written
that you may believe. . .
John also records seven instances when Jesus reveals his identity through the
phrase I am. Earlier in the Bible’s drama God had revealed himself by this name to
the people of Israel. God had chosen Israel to bring blessing and life to the rest of
the world. These seven phrases run throughout the book, tying its parts together and
connecting Jesus closely to Israel’s history. Jesus explains that he is the bread of life;
the light of the world; the gate for the sheep; the good shepherd; the resurrection and
the life; the way, the truth and the life; and the true vine. These show us that Jesus
embodies the deepest meaning and truest fulfillment of Israel’s story.
As Jesus does miraculous signs and participates in religious festivals, his identity
is disclosed symbolically. It’s then interpreted as he teaches and answers questions.
He feeds five thousand people by multiplying several loaves of bread, for example,
and he then explains to the crowd that he’s the true bread from heaven. The Festival
of Tabernacles recalled how, when the Jews were living in the desert, God provided
water for them and went ahead of them as a pillar of fire to light the way. Jesus calls
out at this feast, Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink, and he declares, I am
the light of the world.
The way John closes his book confirms that the power of a new creation has
broken into this world. On the sixth day of the first creation God made the first man,
Adam. On the sixth day of Jesus’ last week, the Roman governor Pilate announces
Jesus with the words, Here is the man! The book of Genesis records that after creating
the heavens and the earth, God rested on the seventh day. John records that Jesus is
dead and resting in the grave on the Sabbath, the seventh day. Then in the story of
how Jesus was powerfully raised from the dead, John notes twice that this took place
on the first day of the week. So John has taken us from in the beginning to a new
beginning. Jesus the Messiah has defeated sin and death, the great enemies of God’s
good creation. Jesus has been raised to a new life. John invites his readers to find this
new resurrection life themselves by believing in Jesus.

| JOHN |

I

n the beg inning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was with God in the beg inn ing. Through him all t hings were made;
without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life
was the l ight of all mank ind. The light s hines in the darkness, and the darkness
has not overcome• it.
There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness
to test if y concerning that light, so that t hrough him all m
 ight believe. He himself
was not the l ight; he came only as a witness to the light.
The true light that g ives l ight to everyone was coming into the world. He was
in the w
 orld, and t hough the w
 orld was made t hrough him, the w
 orld did not rec
ognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.
Yet to all who did receive him, to t hose who believed in his name, he gave the r ight
to become children of God — children born not of natural descent, nor of human
decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
The Word became f lesh and made his dwelling a mong us. We have seen his
glor y, the glor y of the one and only Son, who came from the Fat her, full of g race
and truth.
(John test if ied concerning him. He c ried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke
about when I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was be
fore me.’ ”) Out of his fullness we have all received g race in p
 lace of g race already
given. For the law was given t hrough Moses; g race and t ruth came t hrough J esus
Christ. No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God
and• is in closest relat ionship with the Fat her, has made him known.

N

ow this was J ohn’s test imony when the Jewish leaders• in Jer usa lem sent
priests and Lev ites to ask him who he was. He did not fail to confess, but
confessed freely, “I am not the Messia h.”
They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?”
He said, “I am not.”
“Are you the Prophet?”
He answered, “No.”
Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to t hose who
sent us. What do you say about yourself ?”
1:1–1:22
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John replied in the w
 ords of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the v oice of one calling
in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’ ”•
Now the Pharisees who had been sent quest ioned him, “Why then do you
bapt ize if you are not the Messia h, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”
“I bapt ize with• water,” John replied, “but a mong you stands one you do not
know. He is the one who c omes after me, the s traps of w
 hose sandals I am not
wort hy to unt ie.”
This all happened at Betha ny on the other side of the Jordan, where John was
bapt izing.
The next day John saw J esus comi ng toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the w
 orld! This is the one I m
 eant when I said, ‘A
man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ I myself
did not know him, but the reason I came bapt izing with water was that he m ight
be revealed to Israel.”
Then John gave this test imony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a
dove and remain on him. And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me
to bapt ize with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down
and remain is the one who will bapt ize with the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen and I tes
tif y that this is G
 od’s Chosen One.”•
The next day John was t here a gain with two of his disciples. When he saw J esus
passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”
When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. Turni ng
a round, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?”
They said, “Rabbi” (which m
 eans “Teacher”), “where are you staying?”
“Come,” he replied, “and you will see.”
So they went and saw where he was stayi ng, and they spent that day with
him. It was a bout four in the afternoon.
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who h
 eard what John had
said and who had followed Jesus. The f irst t hing Andrew did was to find his broth
er Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messia h” (that is, the Christ). And he
brought him to Jesus.
Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be c alled
Cephas” (which, when translated, is Peter• ).
The next day Jesus decided to leave for Gali lee. Findi ng Philip, he said to him,
“Follow me.”
Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. Philip found
Nat hanael and told him, “We have f ound the one Moses w rote about in the Law,
and about whom the prophets also w rote — Jesus of Naza reth, the son of Jo
seph.”
“Naza reth! Can anyt hing good come from t here?” Nat hanael asked.
“Come and see,” said Philip.
When Jesus saw Nat hanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an Is
raelite in whom t here is no deceit.”
“How do you know me?” Nat hanael asked.
1:23–1:48

John | 1821
Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Phil
ip called you.”
Then Nat hanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king
of Israel.”
Jesus said, “You believe• because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You
will see greater t hings than that.” He then added, “Very truly I tell you,• you• will
see ‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on’• the Son
of Man.”
On the t hird day a wedding took place at Cana in Gali lee. Jesus’ mother was t here,
and J esus and his disciples had also been inv ited to the wedding. When the wine
was gone, J esus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”
“Woma n,• why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet
come.”
His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”
Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonia l
washing, each holding from twent y to thirt y gallons.•
Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they f illed them to the
brim.
Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the ban
quet.”
They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been
t urned into wine. He did not rea lize where it had come from, t hough the servants
who had d
 rawn the water knew. Then he c alled the brideg room a side and said,
“Everyone brings out the choice wine f irst and then the cheaper wine after the
g uests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.”
What J esus did here in Cana of Galilee was the f irst of the s igns t hrough
which he revealed his glor y; and his disciples believed in him.
After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother and brothers and his
disciples. T
 here they s tayed for a few days.
When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jer usalem. In
the temple courts he found people selling catt le, sheep and doves, and others sit
ting at tables exchang i ng money. So he made a whip out of cords, and d
 rove all
from the temple courts, both s heep and catt le; he scattered the c oins of the money
changers and overt urned t heir tables. To t hose who sold doves he said, “Get t hese
out of here! Stop turning my Fat her’s house into a market!” His disciples remem
bered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.”•
The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to p
 rove your
aut horit y to do all this?”
Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in t hree
days.”
They replied, “It has taken fort y-six y ears to b
 uild this temple, and you are
going to r aise it in t hree days?” But the temple he had spoken of was his body. After
he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they
believed the script ure and the w
 ords that J esus had spoken.
1:49–2:22
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Now while he was in Jer usalem at the Passover Fest ival, many people saw the
s igns he was performing and believed in his name.• But J esus would not ent rust
himself to them, for he knew all people. He did not need any test imony a bout
mank ind, for he knew what was in each person.
Now t here was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the
Jewish ruling council. He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that
you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you
are doing if God were not with him.”
Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless
they are born again.• ”
“How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus a sked. “Surely
they cannot enter a second time into t heir mother’s womb to be born!”
Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God
unless they are born of water and the Spirit. Flesh g ives b
 irth to f lesh, but the
Spirit• g ives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You• must
be born again.’ The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you
cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of
the Spirit.”•
“How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.
“You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand t hese
t hings? Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we test if y to what we
have seen, but still you people do not accept our test imony. I have spoken to you
of earthly t hings and you do not bel ieve; how then will you bel ieve if I speak of
heavenly t hings? No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from
heaven — t he Son of Man.• Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so
the Son of Man must be lifted up,• that everyone who believes may have eternal
life in him.”•
For God so loved the w
 orld that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
bel ieves in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his
Son into the world to condemn the w
 orld, but to save the world t hrough him.
Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands
condemned already because they have not believed in the name of G
 od’s one and
only Son. This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people l oved dark
ness instead of light because t heir d
 eeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates
the l ight, and will not come into the l ight for fear that t heir d
 eeds will be exposed.
But whoever lives by the t ruth comes into the l ight, so that it may be seen plainly
that what they have done has been done in the s ight of God.
After this, J esus and his disciples went out into the Judea n count ryside, where he
s pent some time with them, and bapt ized. Now John also was bapt izing at Aenon
near Salim, because t here was plent y of water, and people were coming and be
ing bapt ized. (This was before John was put in prison.) An arg ument developed
bet ween some of John’s disciples and a certain Jew over the matter of ceremonia l
washing. They came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, that man who was with you
on the other side of the Jordan — t he one you test if ied a bout — look, he is bapt iz
ing, and everyone is going to him.”
2:23–3:26
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To this John replied, “A person can receive only what is given them from
heaven. You yourselves can test if y that I said, ‘I am not the Messia h but am sent
a head of him.’ The b
 ride belongs to the brideg room. The f riend who attends the
brideg room waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bride
groom’s v oice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater;
I must become less.”•
The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth
belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth. The one who comes from
heaven is a bove all. He test if ies to what he has seen and h
 eard, but no one accepts
his test imony. Whoever has accepted it has cert if ied that God is truthf ul. For the
one whom God has sent s peaks the w
 ords of God, for God• g ives the Spirit without
limit. The Fat her l oves the Son and has p
 laced everyt hing in his h
 ands. Whoever
believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life,
for G
 od’s w rath remains on them.
Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had h
 eard that he was gaining and bapt izing
more disciples than John — a lt hough in fact it was not J esus who bapt ized, but his
disciples. So he left Judea and went back once more to Gali lee.
Now he had to go t hrough Samaria. So he came to a town in Samaria c alled
Sychar, near the plot of g round Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was
t here, and Jesus, t ired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was
about noon.
When a Samaritan woma n came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you
give me a drink?” (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)
The Samaritan woma n said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan
woma n. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samar
itans.• )
Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for
a drink, you would have asked him and he w
 ould have given you living water.”
“Sir,” the woma n said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep.
W here can you get this living water? Are you greater than our fat her Jacob, who
gave us the well and d
 rank from it himself, as did also his sons and his live
stock?”
Jesus answered, “Everyone who d rinks this water will be t hirsty again, but
whoever d rinks the water I give them will never t hirst. Indeed, the water I give
them will become in them a s pring of water welling up to eternal life.”
The woma n said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get t hirsty and
have to keep coming here to draw water.”
He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”
“I have no husband,” she replied.
Jesus said to her, “You are r ight when you say you have no husband. The fact
is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband.
What you have just said is quite true.”
“Sir,” the woma n said, “I can see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors wor
shiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the p
 lace w
 here we must wor
ship is in Jer usalem.”
“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship
3:27–4:21
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the Fat her neit her on this mountain nor in Jer usalem. You Samaritans worship
what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvat ion is from the
Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will wor
ship the Fat her in the Spirit and in t ruth, for they are the kind of worshipers the
Fat her seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in
truth.”
The woma n said, “I know that Messia h” (called C
 hrist) “is coming. When he
comes, he will explain everyt hing to us.”
Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you — I am he.”
Just then his disciples ret urned and were surprised to find him talking with
a woma n. But no one a sked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with
her?”
Then, leaving her water jar, the woma n went back to the town and said to the
people, “Come, see a man who told me everyt hing I ever did. Could this be the
Messia h?” They came out of the town and made t heir way toward him.
Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat somet hing.”
But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.”
Then his disciples said to each other, “Could someone have brought him
food?”
“My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his
work. Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months unt il harvest’? I tell you, open
your eyes and look at the f ields! They are ripe for harvest. Even now the one who
reaps draws a wage and harvests a crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the
reaper may be glad together. Thus the saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is true.
I sent you to reap what you have not w
 orked for. Others have done the hard work,
and you have reaped the benef its of t heir labor.”
Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the wom
an’s test imony, “He told me everyt hing I ever did.” So when the Samaritans came
to him, they u
 rged him to stay with them, and he s tayed two days. And because of
his w
 ords many more became believers.
They said to the woma n, “We no longer believe just because of what you said;
now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior
of the world.”
After the two days he left for Gali lee. (Now Jesus himself had pointed out that a
prophet has no honor in his own count ry.) When he arr ived in Gali lee, the Gali le
ans welcomed him. They had seen all that he had done in Jer usalem at the Pass
over Fest ival, for they also had been there.
Once more he visited Cana in Gali lee, w
 here he had t urned the water into
wine. And t here was a certain roya l off icial whose son lay sick at Capernau m.
When this man h
 eard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him
and begged him to come and heal his son, who was c lose to death.
“Unless you people see s igns and wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will never
believe.”
The roya l off icial said, “Sir, come down before my child dies.”
“Go,” Jesus replied, “your son will live.”
The man took Jesus at his word and departed. While he was still on the way,
4:22–4:51
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his servants met him with the news that his boy was living. When he inquired as
to the time when his son got better, they said to him, “Yesterday, at one in the af
ternoon, the fever left him.”
Then the fat her rea lized that this was the exact time at w
 hich J esus had said
to him, “Your son will live.” So he and his w
 hole household believed.
This was the second sign Jesus performed after coming from Judea to
Gali lee.
Some time later, Jesus went up to Jer usalem for one of the Jewish fest ivals. Now
t here is in Jer usalem near the S
 heep Gate a pool, which in Ara maic is c alled Be
thesda• and which is surrounded by five covered colonnades. Here a g reat num
ber of disabled people used to lie — t he blind, the lame, the para lyzed.• One who
was t here had been an invalid for thirt y-eight y ears. When Jesus saw him lyi ng
t here and learned that he had been in this condit ion for a long time, he asked him,
“Do you want to get well?”
“Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool when the wa
ter is stirred. W
 hile I am trying to get in, someone else goes down a head of me.”
Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” At once the man
was cured; he picked up his mat and walked.
The day on which this took p
 lace was a Sabbath, and so the Jewish leaders
said to the man who had been h
 ealed, “It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to
carr y your mat.”
But he replied, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat
and walk.’ ”
So they asked him, “Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?”
The man who was h
 ealed had no idea who it was, for J esus had slipped away
into the c rowd that was there.
Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, “See, you are well a gain.
Stop sinn ing or somet hing worse may happen to you.” The man went away and
told the Jewish leaders that it was J esus who had made him well.
So, because Jesus was doing t hese t hings on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders be
gan to persecute him. In his defense Jesus said to them, “My Fat her is always at
his work to this very day, and I too am working.” For this reason they t ried all the
more to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling
God his own Fat her, making himself e qual with God.
Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothi ng
by himself; he can do only what he sees his Fat her doing, because whatever the
Fat her does the Son also does. For the Fat her loves the Son and shows him all he
does. Yes, and he will show him even greater works than t hese, so that you will
be a mazed. For just as the Fat her raises the dead and g ives them life, even so the
Son g ives life to whom he is pleased to give it. Moreover, the Fat her judges no one,
but has ent rusted all judgment to the Son, that all may honor the Son just as they
honor the Fat her. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Fat her, who
sent him.
“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me
4:52–5:24
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has eternal life and will not be j udged but has c rossed over from d
 eath to life. Very
truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the
voice of the Son of God and t hose who hear will live. For as the Fat her has life in
himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. And he has given
him aut horit y to judge because he is the Son of Man.
“Do not be a mazed at this, for a time is comi ng when all who are in t heir
g raves will hear his voice and come out — t hose who have done what is good will
rise to live, and t hose who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned. By
myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek
not to please myself but him who sent me.
“If I test if y about myself, my test imony is not true. There is another who tes
tif ies in my favor, and I know that his test imony about me is true.
“You have sent to John and he has test if ied to the t ruth. Not that I accept
human test imony; but I ment ion it that you may be saved. John was a lamp that
burned and gave light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his light.
“I have test imony weightier than that of John. For the works that the Fat her
has given me to finish — t he very works that I am doing — test if y that the Fat her
has sent me. And the Fat her who sent me has himself test if ied concerning me. You
have never heard his v oice nor seen his form, nor does his word dwell in you, for
you do not bel ieve the one he sent. You study• the Script ures diligent ly because
you t hink that in them you have eternal life. T hese are the very Script ures that
test if y about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life.
“I do not accept glor y from human bei ngs, but I know you. I know that you
do not have the love of God in your hearts. I have come in my Fat her’s name, and
you do not accept me; but if someone else comes in his own name, you will accept
him. How can you believe since you accept glor y from one another but do not seek
the glor y that comes from the only God• ?
“But do not t hink I will accuse you before the Fat her. Your accuser is Moses,
on whom your hopes are set. If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he
w rote about me. But since you do not believe what he w
 rote, how are you going to
believe what I say?”
Some time after this, J esus crossed to the far s hore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the
Sea of Tiber ias), and a g reat c rowd of people followed him because they saw the
signs he had performed by healing the sick. Then Jesus went up on a mountain
side and sat down with his disciples. The Jewish Passover Fest ival was near.
When Jesus looked up and saw a g reat c rowd coming toward him, he said to
Philip, “Where s hall we buy b
 read for t hese people to eat?” He asked this only to
test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.
Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages• to buy
enough b
 read for each one to have a bite!”
Another of his disciples, And rew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, “Here is
a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go
a mong so many?”
Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” T here was plent y of g rass in that
place, and they sat down (about five thousand men were t here). Jesus then took
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the loaves, gave t hanks, and dist ributed to t hose who were seated as much as they
wanted. He did the same with the fish.
When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the
pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” So they gathered them and f illed
t welve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by t hose who had
eaten.
After the people saw the sign J esus performed, they began to say, “Surely this
is the Prophet who is to come into the world.” Jesus, knowing that they intended to
come and make him king by force, withdrew a gain to a mountain by himself.
When even ing came, his disciples went down to the lake, where they got into a
boat and set off across the lake for Capernaum. By now it was dark, and J esus had
not yet joined them. A s trong wind was blowing and the waters grew r ough. When
they had rowed a bout t hree or f our m
 iles,• they saw J esus approaching the boat,
walking on the water; and they were frightened. But he said to them, “It is I; d
 on’t
be a fraid.” Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and immediately the
boat reached the s hore w
 here they were heading.
The next day the crowd that had s tayed on the opposite shore of the lake rea lized
that only one boat had been t here, and that J esus had not entered it with his dis
ciples, but that they had gone away a lone. Then some boats from Tiber ias landed
near the place where the people had eaten the bread after the Lord had given
t hanks. Once the c rowd rea lized that neit her Jesus nor his disciples were t here,
they got into the b
 oats and went to Capernaum in search of Jesus.
When they f ound him on the other side of the lake, they a sked him, “Rabbi,
when did you get here?”
Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you
saw the s igns I performed but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. Do not
work for food that s poils, but for food that endures to eternal life, w
 hich the Son of
Man will give you. For on him God the Fat her has placed his seal of approva l.”
Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the w
 orks God requires?”
Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.”
So they a sked him, “What sign then will you give that we may see it and be
lieve you? What will you do? Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it
is written: ‘He gave them b
 read from heaven to eat.’• ”
Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses who has given you the
bread from heaven, but it is my Fat her who g ives you the true bread from heaven.
For the b
 read of God is the b
 read that c omes down from heaven and g ives life to
the world.”
“Sir,” they said, “always give us this bread.”
Then Jesus declared, “I am the b
 read of life. Whoever comes to me will never
go hung ry, and whoever believes in me will never be t hirsty. But as I told you, you
have seen me and still you do not believe. All those the Fat her g ives me will come
to me, and whoever comes to me I will never d rive away. For I have come down
from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. And this is
the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all t hose he has given me,
but raise them up at the last day. For my Fat her’s will is that everyone who looks
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to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at
the last day.”
At this the Jews t here began to grumble about him because he said, “I am
the bread that came down from heaven.” They said, “Is this not J esus, the son of
Joseph, whose fat her and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I came down
from heaven’?”
“Stop grumbling a mong yourselves,” Jesus answered. “No one can come to
me unless the Fat her who sent me draws them, and I will raise them up at the last
day. It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught by God.’• Everyone who
has h
 eard the Fat her and learned from him c omes to me. No one has seen the Fa
ther except the one who is from God; only he has seen the Fat her. Very truly I tell
you, the one who bel ieves has eternal life. I am the bread of life. Your ancestors
ate the manna in the wilderness, yet they died. But here is the b
 read that comes
down from heaven, which anyone may eat and not die. I am the living bread that
came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This bread is
my f lesh, which I will give for the life of the world.”
Then the Jews began to arg ue sharply a mong themselves, “How can this man
give us his f lesh to eat?”
Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, unless you eat the f lesh of the Son
of Man and d
 rink his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever eats my f lesh and
drinks my b
 lood has eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day. For my
f lesh is real food and my blood is real d rink. Whoever eats my f lesh and d rinks
my blood remains in me, and I in them. Just as the living Fat her sent me and I live
because of the Fat her, so the one who f eeds on me will live because of me. This is
the bread that came down from heaven. Your ancestors ate manna and died, but
whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” He said this while teaching in the
synagogue in Capernaum.
On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can
accept it?”
Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does
this offend you? Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was be
fore! The Spirit g ives life; the f lesh counts for nothi ng. The words I have spoken
to you — t hey are full of the Spirit• and life. Yet t here are some of you who do not
believe.” For J esus had k nown from the beg inning which of them did not believe
and who would bet ray him. He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one
can come to me unless the Fat her has enabled them.”
From this time many of his disciples t urned back and no longer followed
him.
“You do not want to l eave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve.
Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom s hall we go? You have the w
 ords
of eternal life. We have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of
God.”
Then Jesus replied, “Have I not chosen you, the T
 welve? Yet one of you is a
devi l!” (He meant Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, who, t hough one of the Twelve,
was later to bet ray him.)
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After this, Jesus went a round in Gali lee. He did not want• to go about in Judea
because the Jewish leaders t here were looki ng for a way to kill him. But when
the Jew ish Fest ival of Taber nacles was near, Jesus’ brothers said to him, “Leave
Gali lee and go to Judea, so that your disciples t here may see the works you do. No
one who w
 ants to become a public figure acts in secret. Since you are doing t hese
t hings, show yourself to the world.” For even his own brothers did not believe
in him.
Therefore Jesus told them, “My time is not yet here; for you any time will do.
The world cannot hate you, but it h
 ates me because I test if y that its w
 orks are evil.
You go to the fest ival. I am not• going up to this fest ival, because my time has not
yet fully come.” After he had said this, he s tayed in Gali lee.
However, after his brothers had left for the fest ival, he went also, not publicly,
but in secret. Now at the fest ival the Jewish leaders were watching for Jesus and
asking, “Where is he?”
Among the crowds t here was widespread whispering about him. Some said,
“He is a good man.”
Others replied, “No, he deceives the people.” But no one would say anyt hing
publicly about him for fear of the leaders.
Not unt il halfway t hrough the fest ival did Jesus go up to the temple courts and be
gin to teach. The Jews t here were a mazed and asked, “How did this man get such
learning without having been taught?”
Jesus answered, “My teaching is not my own. It c omes from the one who sent
me. Anyone who chooses to do the will of God will find out whether my teaching
comes from God or whether I s peak on my own. Whoever speaks on t heir own
does so to gain persona l glor y, but he who seeks the glor y of the one who sent him
is a man of t ruth; t here is nothing false a bout him. Has not Moses given you the
law? Yet not one of you keeps the law. Why are you trying to kill me?”
“You are demon-possessed,” the c rowd ans wered. “Who is trying to kill
you?”
Jesus said to them, “I did one miracle, and you are all a mazed. Yet, because
Moses gave you circumcision (though act ua lly it did not come from Moses, but
from the pat ria rchs), you circumcise a boy on the Sabbath. Now if a boy can be
circumcised on the Sabbath so that the law of Moses may not be broken, why are
you ang ry with me for healing a man’s whole body on the Sabbath? Stop judging
by mere appeara nces, but instead judge correctly.”
At that p
 oint some of the people of Jer usalem began to ask, “Isn’t this the
man they are tryi ng to kill? Here he is, speaki ng publ icly, and they are not say
ing a word to him. Have the aut horit ies really concluded that he is the Messia h?
But we know where this man is from; when the Messia h comes, no one will know
where he is from.”
Then Jesus, still teaching in the temple courts, cried out, “Yes, you know me,
and you know where I am from. I am not here on my own aut horit y, but he who
sent me is true. You do not know him, but I know him because I am from him and
he sent me.”
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At this they t ried to s eize him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his
hour had not yet come. Still, many in the c rowd believed in him. They said, “When
the Messia h comes, will he perform more s igns than this man?”
The Pharisees heard the crowd whispering such t hings about him. Then the
chief p
 riests and the Pharisees sent temple g uards to arrest him.
Jesus said, “I am with you for only a short time, and then I am goi ng to the
one who sent me. You will look for me, but you will not find me; and where I am,
you cannot come.”
The Jews said to one another, “Where does this man intend to go that we can
not find him? Will he go w
 here our people live scattered a mong the Greeks, and
teach the Greeks? What did he mean when he said, ‘You will look for me, but you
will not find me,’ and ‘Where I am, you cannot come’?”
On the last and greatest day of the fest ival, Jesus s tood and said in a loud v oice,
“Let anyone who is t hirsty come to me and d rink. Whoever believes in me, as
Script ure has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.”• By this he
meant the Spirit, whom t hose who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that
time the Spirit had not been given, since J esus had not yet been glor if ied.
On hearing his words, some of the people said, “Surely this man is the
Prophet.”
Others said, “He is the Messia h.”
Still others asked, “How can the Messia h come from Gali lee? Does not Scrip
ture say that the Messia h will come from Dav id’s descendants and from Beth
lehem, the town where Dav id l ived?” Thus the people were div ided because of
Jesus. Some wanted to s eize him, but no one laid a hand on him.
Finally the temple g uards went back to the chief p
 riests and the Pharisees,
who asked them, “Why d
 idn’t you bring him in?”
“No one ever spoke the way this man does,” the g uards replied.
“You mean he has deceived you also?” the Pharisees retorted. “Have any of
the rulers or of the Pharisees believed in him? No! But this mob that k nows noth
ing of the law — t here is a curse on them.”
Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of t heir own
number, asked, “Does our law condemn a man without f irst hearing him to find
out what he has been doing?”
They replied, “Are you from Gali lee, too? Look into it, and you will find that a
prophet does not come out of Gali lee.”

[The earliest manuscripts and many other ancient witnesses do not have this italic section. A
few manuscripts include this material, wholly or in part, in other places in John’s Gospel or in
the Gospel of Luke.]
Then they all went home, but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.
At dawn he appeared a
 gain in the temple courts, w
 here all the people gathered a
 round him,
and he sat down to teach them. The teachers of the law and the Phari sees b
 rought in a woman
caught in adultery. They made her stand before the g roup and said to J esus, “Teacher, this woman
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was caught in the act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what
do you say?” They were using this quest ion as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him.
But Jesus bent down and started to write on the g round with his finger. When they kept on
quest ioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the
f irst to t hrow a s tone at her.” Again he s tooped down and wrote on the ground.
At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones f irst, unt il only Jesus
was left, with the woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up and a
 sked her, “Woman, where
are they? Has no one condemned you?”
“No one, sir,” she said.
“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
The Pharisees challenged him, “Here you are, appeari ng as your own wit
ness; your test imony is not valid.”
Jesus answered, “Even if I test if y on my own behalf, my test imony is valid,
for I know w
 here I came from and where I am going. But you have no idea where I
come from or w
 here I am going. You judge by human standards; I pass judgment
on no one. But if I do j udge, my decisions are true, because I am not a lone. I s tand
with the Fat her, who sent me. In your own Law it is written that the test imony of
two witnesses is true. I am one who test if ies for myself; my other witness is the
Fat her, who sent me.”
Then they asked him, “Where is your fat her?”
“You do not know me or my Fat her,” Jesus replied. “If you knew me, you would
know my Fat her also.” He spoke t hese w
 ords w
 hile teaching in the temple c ourts
near the place w
 here the offerings were put. Yet no one seized him, because his
hour had not yet come.
Once more Jesus said to them, “I am going away, and you will look for me, and you
will die in your sin. W here I go, you cannot come.”
This made the Jews ask, “Will he kill himself ? Is that why he says, ‘Where I
go, you cannot come’?”
But he cont inued, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this
world; I am not of this world. I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do
not believe that I am he, you will indeed die in your sins.”
“Who are you?” they asked.
“Just what I have been telling you from the beg inning,” Jesus replied. “I have
much to say in judgment of you. But he who sent me is trustwort hy, and what I
have heard from him I tell the world.”
They did not understand that he was telling them about his Fat her. So Jesus
said, “When you have lifted up• the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he
and that I do nothi ng on my own but s peak just what the Fat her has taught me.
The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me a lone, for I always do what
pleases him.” Even as he spoke, many believed in him.
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To the Jews who had bel ieved him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teachi ng, you
are real ly my disciples. Then you will know the t ruth, and the t ruth will set you
free.”
They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been
slaves of anyone. How can you say that we s hall be set free?”
Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a s lave to sin. Now
a slave has no permanent place in the fami ly, but a son belongs to it forever. So if
the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. I know that you are Abraham’s de
scendants. Yet you are looking for a way to kill me, because you have no room for
my word. I am telling you what I have seen in the Fat her’s presence, and you are
doing what you have heard from your fat her.• ”
“Abraham is our fat her,” they answered.
“If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then you would• do what Abra
ham did. As it is, you are looking for a way to kill me, a man who has told you the
t ruth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do such t hings. You are doing the
works of your own fat her.”
“We are not illeg itimate children,” they protested. “The only Fat her we have
is God himself.”
Jesus said to them, “If God were your Fat her, you w
 ould love me, for I have
come here from God. I have not come on my own; God sent me. Why is my lan
guage not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. You belong to
your fat her, the devi l, and you want to carr y out your fat her’s desires. He was a
murderer from the beg inn ing, not holdi ng to the t ruth, for t here is no t ruth in
him. When he lies, he speaks his nat ive lang uage, for he is a liar and the fat her of
lies. Yet because I tell the t ruth, you do not believe me! Can any of you prove me
g uilty of sin? If I am telling the t ruth, why don’t you believe me? Whoever belongs
to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong
to God.”
The Jews answered him, “Aren’t we r ight in saying that you are a Samaritan
and demon-possessed?”
“I am not possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, “but I honor my Fat her and
you dishonor me. I am not seeking glor y for myself; but t here is one who s eeks it,
and he is the judge. Very truly I tell you, whoever obeys my word will never see
death.”
At this they exclaimed, “Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abra
ham died and so did the prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys your word will
never taste death. Are you greater than our fat her Abraham? He died, and so did
the prophets. Who do you t hink you are?”
Jesus replied, “If I glor if y myself, my glor y m
 eans nothing. My Fat her, whom
you claim as your God, is the one who glor if ies me. Though you do not know him,
I know him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and
obey his word. Your fat her Abraham rejoiced at the t hought of seeing my day; he
saw it and was glad.”
“You are not yet fift y years old,” they said to him, “and you have seen Abra
ham!”
“Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” At
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this, they picked up s tones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from
the temple grounds.
As he went a long, he saw a man b
 lind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
“Neit her this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so
that the works of God m ight be displayed in him. As long as it is day, we must do
the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. While I
am in the w
 orld, I am the l ight of the world.”
After saying this, he spit on the g round, made some mud with the saliva, and
put it on the man’s eyes. “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloa m” (this word
means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.
His neighbors and t hose who had formerly seen him begg ing asked, “Isn’t
this the same man who used to sit and beg?” Some claimed that he was.
Others said, “No, he only looks like him.”
But he himself insisted, “I am the man.”
“How then were your eyes opened?” they asked.
He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my
eyes. He told me to go to Siloa m and wash. So I went and washed, and then I
could see.”
“Where is this man?” they asked him.
“I don’t know,” he said.
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. Now the day on
which J esus had made the mud and o
 pened the m
 an’s eyes was a Sabbath. There
fore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on
my eyes,” the man replied, “and I w
 ashed, and now I see.”
Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep
the Sabbath.”
But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were di
vided.
Then they t urned a gain to the b
 lind man, “What have you to say about him?
It was your eyes he opened.”
The man replied, “He is a prophet.”
They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight
unt il they sent for the m
 an’s parents. “Is this your son?” they a sked. “Is this the
one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?”
“We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born
blind. But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him.
He is of age; he will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they were
a fraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had decided that anyone who ack nowl
edged that Jesus was the Messia h would be put out of the synagogue. That was
why his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glor y to
God by telling the t ruth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.”
He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I d
 on’t know. One t hing I do know.
I was blind but now I see!”
Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?”
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He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you
want to hear it a gain? Do you want to become his disciples too?”
Then they h
 urled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We
are disciples of Moses! We know that God s poke to Moses, but as for this fellow,
we don’t even know where he c omes from.”
The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes
from, yet he o
 pened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners. He lis
tens to the godly person who does his will. Nobody has ever heard of opening the
eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he c ould do nothing.”
To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lect ure
us!” And they t hrew him out.
Jesus h
 eard that they had t hrown him out, and when he f ound him, he said,
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?”
“Who is he, sir?” the man a sked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.”
Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with
you.”
Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.
Jesus said,• “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will
see and t hose who see will become blind.”
Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What?
Are we blind too?”
Jesus said, “If you were b
 lind, you would not be g uilty of sin; but now that you
claim you can see, your g uilt remains.
“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the s heep pen by
the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a t hief and a robber. The one who
enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for
him, and the s heep listen to his voice. He c alls his own s heep by name and leads
them out. When he has b
 rought out all his own, he goes on a head of them, and his
sheep follow him because they know his v oice. But they will never follow a strang
er; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s
voice.” Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what
he was telling them.
Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.
All who have come before me are t hieves and robbers, but the sheep have not lis
tened to them. I am the gate; whoever enters t hrough me will be saved.• They will
come in and go out, and find past ure. The t hief c omes only to s teal and kill and
destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the s heep.
The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the s heep. So when he sees
the wolf comi ng, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks
the f lock and scatters it. The man runs away because he is a h
 ired hand and c ares
nothing for the sheep.
“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me — just as
the Fat her k nows me and I know the Fat her — and I lay down my life for the s heep.
I have other sheep that are not of this s heep pen. I must b
 ring them also. They too
will listen to my voice, and t here s hall be one f lock and one shepherd. The reason
my Fat her loves me is that I lay down my life — only to take it up again. No one
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t akes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have aut horit y to lay it down
and aut horit y to take it up a gain. This command I received from my Fat her.”
The Jews who h
 eard t hese w
 ords were a gain div ided. Many of them said, “He
is demon-possessed and raving mad. Why listen to him?”
But others said, “These are not the sayings of a man possessed by a demon.
Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?”
Then came the Fest ival of Dedicat ion• at Jer usalem. It was winter, and Jesus was
in the temple courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. The Jews who were t here
gathered a round him, saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are
the Messia h, tell us plainly.”
Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The w
 orks I do in my
Fat her’s name test if y about me, but you do not bel ieve because you are not my
sheep. My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them
eternal life, and they s hall never perish; no one will s natch them out of my hand.
My Fat her, who has given them to me, is greater than all•; no one can s natch them
out of my Fat her’s hand. I and the Fat her are one.”
Again his Jewish opponents picked up s tones to s tone him, but Jesus said to
them, “I have shown you many good works from the Fat her. For which of t hese
do you stone me?”
“We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy,
because you, a mere man, claim to be God.”
Jesus ans wered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I have said you are
“gods” ’• ? If he c alled them ‘gods,’ to whom the word of God came — a nd Script ure
cannot be set aside — what about the one whom the Fat her set apart as his very
own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me of blasphemy because
I said, ‘I am God’s Son’? Do not believe me unless I do the w
 orks of my Fat her. But
if I do them, even t hough you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may
know and understand that the Fat her is in me, and I in the Fat her.” Again they
t ried to seize him, but he escaped t heir grasp.
Then Jesus went back across the Jordan to the place where John had been
bapt izing in the early days. There he stayed, and many people came to him. They
said, “Though John never performed a sign, all that John said a bout this man was
true.” And in that p
 lace many believed in J esus.
Now a man named Laza r us was sick. He was from Betha ny, the village of Mary
and her sister Mart ha. (This Mary, whose brother Laza r us now lay sick, was the
same one who poured perf ume on the Lord and w iped his feet with her hair.) So
the sisters sent word to J esus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.”
When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it
is for G
 od’s glor y so that God’s Son may be glor if ied t hrough it.” Now Jesus loved
Mart ha and her sister and Laza r us. So when he heard that Laza r us was sick, he
stayed where he was two more days, and then he said to his disciples, “Let us go
back to Judea.”
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“But Rabbi,” they said, “a s hort while ago the Jews t here t ried to stone you,
and yet you are going back?”
Jesus answered, “Are t here not t welve h
 ours of daylight? Anyone who walks
in the dayt ime will not stumble, for they see by this w
 orld’s light. It is when a per
son walks at night that they stumble, for they have no light.”
After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our f riend Laza r us has fallen
asleep; but I am going t here to wake him up.”
His disciples replied, “Lord, if he s leeps, he will get better.” Jesus had been
speaking of his d
 eath, but his disciples t hought he m
 eant natural sleep.
So then he told them plainly, “Laza r us is dead, and for your sake I am glad I
was not t here, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”
Then Thomas (also k nown as Didy mus• ) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let
us also go, that we may die with him.”
On his arr iva l, Jesus found that Laza r us had already been in the tomb for
four days. Now Betha ny was less than two m iles• from Jer usalem, and many Jews
had come to Mart ha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of t heir brother. When
Mart ha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed
at home.
“Lord,” Mart ha said to J esus, “if you had been here, my brother would not
have died. But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”
Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
Mart ha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resu rrect ion at the last
day.”
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrect ion and the life. The one who believes in
me will live, even t hough they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never
die. Do you believe this?”
“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messia h, the Son of God,
who is to come into the world.”
After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary a side. “The
Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” When Mary heard this, she got
up quickly and went to him. Now J esus had not yet entered the village, but was s till
at the place w
 here Mart ha had met him. When the Jews who had been with Mary
in the house, comforting her, not iced how quickly she got up and went out, they
followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to m
 ourn there.
When Mary r eached the place where J esus was and saw him, she fell at his
feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”
When J esus saw her weepi ng, and the Jews who had come a long with her
also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. “Where have you laid
him?” he asked.
“Come and see, Lord,” they replied.
Jesus wept.
Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”
But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man
have kept this man from dying?”
Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone
laid across the ent rance. “Take away the s tone,” he said.

11:8–11:39

John | 1837
“But, Lord,” said Mart ha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time t here is a
bad odor, for he has been t here four days.”
Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glor y
of God?”
So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Fat her, I t hank
you that you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the
benef it of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.”
When he had said this, J esus called in a loud v oice, “Laza r us, come out!” The
dead man came out, his hands and feet w rapped with strips of linen, and a cloth
a round his face.
Jesus said to them, “Take off the g rave clothes and let him go.”
Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what J esus
did, believed in him. But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what
Jesus had done. Then the c hief p
 riests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the
Sanhedrin.
“What are we accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is this man performing
many signs. If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then
the Romans will come and take away both our temple and our nat ion.”
Then one of them, n
 amed Caiaphas, who was high p
 riest that year, s poke up,
“You know nothing at all! You do not rea lize that it is better for you that one man
die for the people than that the w
 hole nat ion perish.”
He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that
Jesus would die for the Jewish nat ion, and not only for that nat ion but also for the
scattered child ren of God, to bring them together and make them one. So from
that day on they plotted to take his life.
Therefore J esus no longer m
 oved about publicly a mong the people of Judea.
Instead he withdrew to a reg ion near the wilderness, to a village called Ephraim,
where he stayed with his disciples.
When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, many went up from the
count ry to Jer usa lem for t heir ceremon ia l cleansi ng before the Passover. They
kept looking for J esus, and as they stood in the temple c ourts they asked one an
other, “What do you t hink? I sn’t he comi ng to the fest ival at all?” But the c hief
priests and the Pharisees had given orders that anyone who found out where Jesus
was should report it so that they m
 ight arrest him.
Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Betha ny, w
 here Laza r us lived, whom
J esus had raised from the dead. Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Mar
tha served, while Laza r us was a mong t hose reclining at the table with him. Then
Mary took about a pint• of pure nard, an expensive perf ume; she poured it on
Jesus’ feet and w iped his feet with her hair. And the house was f illed with the fra
grance of the perf ume.
But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to bet ray him, objected,
“Why w
 asn’t this perf ume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a
year’s wages.• ” He did not say this because he c ared a bout the poor but because
he was a t hief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was
put into it.
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“Leave her a lone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this
perf ume for the day of my buria l. You will always have the poor a mong you,• but
you will not always have me.”
Meanwhile a large c rowd of Jews f ound out that Jesus was t here and came, not
only because of him but also to see Laza r us, whom he had raised from the dead.
So the c hief priests made p
 lans to kill Lazar us as well, for on account of him many
of the Jews were going over to Jesus and believing in him.
The next day the g reat c rowd that had come for the fest ival h
 eard that J esus
was on his way to Jer usalem. They took palm branches and went out to meet him,
shouting,
		

“Hosanna!• ”

		

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”•

		

“Blessed is the king of Israel!”

Jesus found a y oung donkey and sat on it, as it is written:
		
		

“Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion;
see, your king is coming,
seated on a donkey’s colt.”•

At f irst his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glor i
fied did they rea lize that t hese t hings had been written about him and that t hese
t hings had been done to him.
Now the crowd that was with him when he c alled Laza r us from the tomb
and raised him from the dead cont inued to s pread the word. Many people, be
cause they had heard that he had performed this sign, went out to meet him. So
the Pharisees said to one another, “See, this is gett ing us nowhere. Look how the
whole world has gone after him!”
Now t here were some G
 reeks a mong t hose who went up to worship at the fest ival.
They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they
said, “we would like to see Jesus.” Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip
in turn told Jesus.
Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorif ied. Very tru
ly I tell you, unless a kernel of w
 heat falls to the g round and dies, it remains only a
sing le seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. Anyone who loves t heir life will
lose it, while anyone who hates t heir life in this w
 orld will keep it for eternal life.
Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My
Fat her will honor the one who s erves me.
“Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’?
No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. Fat her, glorif y your name!”
Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glor if ied it, and will glor if y it a gain.”
The crowd that was t here and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel
had spoken to him.
Jesus said, “This voice was for your benef it, not mine. Now is the time for
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judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. And I,
when I am lifted up• from the e arth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this
to show the kind of d
 eath he was going to die.
The crowd spoke up, “We have heard from the Law that the Messia h will re
main forever, so how can you say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? Who is this
‘Son of Man’?”
Then Jesus told them, “You are going to have the l ight just a litt le while longer.
Walk w
 hile you have the l ight, before darkness overtakes you. Whoever walks in
the dark does not know w
 here they are going. Believe in the l ight while you have
the light, so that you may become children of light.” When he had finished speak
ing, Jesus left and hid himself from them.
Even after Jesus had performed so many signs in t heir presence, they s till would
not believe in him. This was to fulf ill the word of Isaiah the prophet:
		
		

“Lord, who has believed our message
and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”•
For this reason they c ould not believe, because, as Isaiah says elsewhere:

		
		
		
		

“He has blinded their eyes
and hardened their hearts,
so they can neither see with their eyes,
nor understand with their hearts,
nor turn — a nd I would heal them.”•

Isaiah said this because he saw J esus’ glor y and spoke about him.
Yet at the same time many even a mong the leaders believed in him. But be
cause of the Pharisees they would not openly ack nowledge t heir faith for fear they
would be put out of the synagogue; for they l oved human praise more than p
 raise
from God.
Then Jesus cried out, “Whoever believes in me does not believe in me only,
but in the one who sent me. The one who looks at me is seeing the one who sent
me. I have come into the w
 orld as a light, so that no one who believes in me s hould
stay in darkness.
“If anyone hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge that per
son. For I did not come to j udge the w
 orld, but to save the world. There is a judge
for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; the very w
 ords I have
spoken will condemn them at the last day. For I did not speak on my own, but the
Fat her who sent me commanded me to say all that I have spoken. I know that his
command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the Fat her has told
me to say.”

I

t was just before the Passover Fest ival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for
him to l eave this w
 orld and go to the Fat her. Having loved his own who were in
the world, he loved them to the end.
12:32–13:1
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The even ing meal was in progress, and the devi l had already prompted Ju
das, the son of Simon Iscariot, to bet ray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Fat her had put
all t hings under his power, and that he had come from God and was ret urning to
God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and w rapped a towel
a round his waist. After that, he p
 oured water into a basin and began to wash his
disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was w
 rapped a round him.
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you goi ng to wash my
feet?”
Jesus replied, “You do not rea lize now what I am doing, but later you will un
derstand.”
“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”
“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my h
 ands and my
head as well!”
Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash t heir feet;
t heir w
 hole body is clean. And you are clean, t hough not every one of you.” For he
knew who was going to bet ray him, and that was why he said not every one was
clean.
When he had finished washing t heir feet, he put on his clothes and ret urned
to his p
 lace. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he a sked them. “You
call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your
Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.
I have set you an exa mple that you s hould do as I have done for you. Very truly I
tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the
one who sent him. Now that you know t hese t hings, you will be blessed if you do
them.
“I am not referr ing to all of you; I know t hose I have chosen. But this is to ful
fill this passage of Script ure: ‘He who s hared my b
 read has t urned• against me.’•
“I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will
believe that I am who I am. Very truly I tell you, whoever accepts anyone I send
accepts me; and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me.”
After he had said this, J esus was troubled in spirit and test if ied, “Very truly I
tell you, one of you is going to bet ray me.”
His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant.
One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. Simon Pe
ter mot ioned to this disciple and said, “Ask him w
 hich one he means.”
Leaning back against J esus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?”
Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will give this p
 iece of b
 read when
I have d ipped it in the dish.” Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Ju
das, the son of Simon Iscariot. As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered
into him.
So Jesus told him, “What you are a bout to do, do quickly.” But no one at the
meal understood why J esus said this to him. Since Judas had c harge of the mon
ey, some t hought J esus was telling him to buy what was needed for the fest ival, or
to give somet hing to the poor. As soon as Judas had taken the b
 read, he went out.
And it was night.
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When he was gone, J esus said, “Now the Son of Man is glor if ied and God is glo
rif ied in him. If God is glor if ied in him,• God will glor if y the Son in himself, and
will glor if y him at once.
“My children, I will be with you only a litt le longer. You will look for me, and
just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: W
 here I am going, you cannot come.
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you
must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if
you love one another.”
Simon Peter a sked him, “Lord, w
 here are you going?”
Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow
later.”
Peter a sked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for
you.”
Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me? Very truly I
tell you, before the rooster crows, you will disown me t hree times!
“Do not let your h
 earts be troubled. You bel ieve in God•; bel ieve also in me. My
Fat her’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I
am going t here to prepare a p
 lace for you? And if I go and prepare a p
 lace for you,
I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You
know the way to the p
 lace w
 here I am going.”
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we d
 on’t know where you are going, so how can
we know the way?”
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the t ruth and the life. No one comes to
the Fat her except t hrough me. If you really know me, you will know• my Fat her as
well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”
Philip said, “Lord, show us the Fat her and that will be enough for us.”
Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been a mong
you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Fat her. How can you
say, ‘Show us the Fat her’? Don’t you believe that I am in the Fat her, and that the Fa
ther is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own aut horit y. Rather, it
is the Fat her, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in
the Fat her and the Fat her is in me; or at l east believe on the evidence of the w
 orks
themselves. Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the w
 orks I have
been doing, and they will do even greater t hings than t hese, because I am going to
the Fat her. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Fat her may be
glorif ied in the Son. You may ask me for anyt hing in my name, and I will do it.
“If you love me, keep my commands. And I will ask the Fat her, and he will
give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever — t he Spirit of t ruth.
The world cannot accept him, because it neit her sees him nor k nows him. But you
know him, for he lives with you and will be• in you. I will not leave you as orphans;
I will come to you. Before long, the w
 orld will not see me anymore, but you will
see me. Because I live, you also will live. On that day you will rea lize that I am in
my Fat her, and you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands and
keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my
Fat her, and I too will love them and show myself to them.”
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Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show
yourself to us and not to the world?”
Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Fat her will
love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. Anyone who
does not love me will not obey my teaching. T
 hese w
 ords you hear are not my own;
they belong to the Fat her who sent me.
“All this I have spoken while s till with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Fat her will send in my name, will teach you all t hings and will rem ind
you of everyt hing I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.
I do not give to you as the w
 orld g ives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do
not be afraid.
“You heard me say, ‘I am goi ng away and I am comi ng back to you.’ If you
loved me, you w
 ould be glad that I am going to the Fat her, for the Fat her is greater
than I. I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will
believe. I will not say much more to you, for the prince of this world is coming. He
has no hold over me, but he comes so that the w
 orld may learn that I love the Fa
ther and do exactly what my Fat her has commanded me.
“Come now; let us leave.
“I am the true vine, and my Fat her is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me
that bears no f ruit, w
 hile every branch that does bear f ruit he prunes• so that it
will be even more fruitf ul. You are already clean because of the word I have spo
ken to you. Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear f ruit by
itself; it must remain in the vine. Neit her can you bear f ruit unless you remain
in me.
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you
will bear much f ruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If you do not remain in
me, you are like a b
 ranch that is t hrown away and withers; such branches are
picked up, t hrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my w
 ords
remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. This is to my
Fat her’s glor y, that you bear much f ruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
“As the Fat her has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If
you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Fa
ther’s commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may
be in you and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love each
other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life
for one’s f riends. You are my f riends if you do what I command. I no longer call
you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I
have called you f riends, for everyt hing that I l earned from my Fat her I have made
k nown to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that
you m ight go and bear f ruit — f ruit that will last — a nd so that whatever you ask in
my name the Fat her will give you. This is my command: Love each other.
“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me f irst. If you belonged to the
 orld, it w
w
 ould love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the w
 orld, but I
have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. Remember
what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’• If they persecuted me,
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they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey y ours also.
They will t reat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the one
who sent me. If I had not come and spoken to them, they w
 ould not be g uilty of
sin; but now they have no excuse for t heir sin. Whoever hates me hates my Fat her
as well. If I had not done a mong them the w
 orks no one else did, they w
 ould not
be g uilty of sin. As it is, they have seen, and yet they have hated both me and my
Fat her. But this is to fulf ill what is written in t heir Law: ‘They hated me without
reason.’•
“When the Advocate c omes, whom I will send to you from the Fat her — t he Spir
it of t ruth who goes out from the Fat her — he will test if y about me. And you also
must test if y, for you have been with me from the beg inning.
“All this I have told you so that you will not fall away. They will put you out of
the synagogue; in fact, the time is coming when anyone who kills you will t hink
they are offeri ng a serv ice to God. They will do such t hings because they have
not k nown the Fat her or me. I have told you this, so that when t heir time comes
you will remember that I warned you about them. I did not tell you this from the
beg inning because I was with you, but now I am going to him who sent me. None
of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ Rather, you are f illed with g rief because I
have said t hese t hings. But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going
away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send
him to you. When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the w rong about sin
and righteousness and judgment: about sin, because people do not believe in me;
about righteousness, because I am going to the Fat her, where you can see me no
longer; and about judgment, because the prince of this world now stands con
demned.
“I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he,
the Spirit of t ruth, comes, he will g uide you into all the t ruth. He will not speak on
his own; he will speak only what he h
 ears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.
He will glor if y me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make
k nown to you. All that belongs to the Fat her is mine. That is why I said the Spirit
will receive from me what he will make k nown to you.”
Jesus went on to say, “In a litt le while you will see me no more, and then after a
litt le while you will see me.”
At this, some of his disciples said to one another, “What does he mean by say
ing, ‘In a litt le while you will see me no more, and then after a litt le while you will
see me,’ and ‘Because I am going to the Fat her’?” They kept asking, “What does he
mean by ‘a litt le w
 hile’? We don’t understand what he is saying.”
Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them, “Are you
asking one another what I meant when I said, ‘In a litt le while you will see me no
more, and then after a litt le w
 hile you will see me’? Very truly I tell you, you will
weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will g rieve, but your g rief will turn
to joy. A woma n giving birth to a child has pain because her time has come; but
when her baby is born she forgets the ang uish because of her joy that a c hild is
born into the world. So with you: Now is your time of g rief, but I will see you again
and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy. In that day you will no
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longer ask me anyt hing. Very truly I tell you, my Fat her will give you whatever you
ask in my name. Unt il now you have not asked for anyt hing in my name. Ask and
you will receive, and your joy will be complete.
“Though I have been speaking figurat ively, a time is coming when I will no
longer use this kind of lang uage but will tell you plainly a bout my Fat her. In that
day you will ask in my name. I am not sayi ng that I will ask the Fat her on your
behalf. No, the Fat her himself l oves you because you have l oved me and have be
lieved that I came from God. I came from the Fat her and entered the world; now I
am leaving the world and going back to the Fat her.”
Then Jesus’ disciples said, “Now you are speaki ng clearly and without fig
ures of speech. Now we can see that you know all t hings and that you do not even
need to have anyone ask you quest ions. This makes us believe that you came from
God.”
“Do you now believe?” Jesus replied. “A time is coming and in fact has come
when you will be scattered, each to your own home. You will leave me all a lone.
Yet I am not a lone, for my Fat her is with me.
“I have told you t hese t hings, so that in me you may have peace. In this world
you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:
“Fat her, the hour has come. Glor if y your Son, that your Son may glor if y
you. For you granted him aut horit y over all people that he m ight give eternal
life to all t hose you have given him. Now this is eternal life: that they know
you, the only true God, and J esus Christ, whom you have sent. I have b
 rought
you glor y on e arth by finishing the work you gave me to do. And now, Fat her,
glor if y me in your presence with the glor y I had with you before the w
 orld
began.
“I have revealed you• to t hose whom you gave me out of the world. They
were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. Now they
know that everyt hing you have given me c omes from you. For I gave them the
words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certaint y that I
came from you, and they believed that you sent me. I pray for them. I am not
praying for the w
 orld, but for t hose you have given me, for they are y ours. All
I have is y ours, and all you have is mine. And glor y has come to me t hrough
them. I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and
I am coming to you. Holy Fat her, protect them by the power of• your name,
the name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. While I was
with them, I protected them and kept them safe by• that name you gave me.
None has been lost except the one doomed to destruct ion so that Script ure
would be fulf illed.
“I am coming to you now, but I say t hese t hings while I am s till in the w
 orld,
so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. I have given
them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world
any more than I am of the w
 orld. My prayer is not that you take them out of
the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the
world, even as I am not of it. Sanct if y them by• the t ruth; your word is t ruth.
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As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. For them I
sanct if y myself, that they too may be truly sanct if ied.
“My prayer is not for them a lone. I pray also for t hose who will believe in
me t hrough t heir message, that all of them may be one, Fat her, just as you are
in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe
that you have sent me. I have given them the glor y that you gave me, that they
may be one as we are one — I in them and you in me — so that they may be
brought to complete unit y. Then the w
 orld will know that you sent me and
have loved them even as you have loved me.
“Fat her, I want t hose you have given me to be with me where I am, and to
see my glor y, the glor y you have given me because you loved me before the
creat ion of the world.
“Righteous Fat her, t hough the w
 orld does not know you, I know you, and
they know that you have sent me. I have made you• k nown to them, and will
cont inue to make you k nown in order that the love you have for me may be
in them and that I myself may be in them.”
When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and c rossed the Kid
ron Valley. On the other side t here was a garden, and he and his disciples went
into it.
Now Judas, who bet rayed him, knew the p
 lace, because Jesus had often met
t here with his disciples. So Judas came to the garden, guidi ng a detachment of
sold iers and some off icials from the c hief p
 riests and the Pharisees. They were
carr ying torches, lanterns and weapons.
Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and a sked them,
“Who is it you want?”
“Jesus of Naza reth,” they replied.
“I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing t here with them.)
When Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground.
Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?”
“Jesus of Naza reth,” they said.
Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. If you are looki ng for me, then let
t hese men go.” This happened so that the w
 ords he had spoken w
 ould be fulf illed:
“I have not lost one of t hose you gave me.”•
Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s ser
vant, cutt ing off his r ight ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.)
Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the
Fat her has given me?”
Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish off icials
arrested Jesus. They bound him and brought him f irst to Annas, who was the fa
ther-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. Caiaphas was the one who had
adv ised the Jewish leaders that it w
 ould be good if one man died for the people.
Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was
k nown to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard, but
Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who was k nown to the
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high p
 riest, came back, spoke to the servant girl on duty t here and brought Pe
ter in.
“You a ren’t one of this m
 an’s disciples too, are you?” she asked Peter.
He replied, “I am not.”
It was cold, and the servants and off icials s tood a round a fire they had made
to keep warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming himself.
Meanw hile, the high p
 riest questioned Jesus about his disc iples and his
teaching.
“I have spoken openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always t aught in syna
gogues or at the temple, where all the Jews come together. I said nothing in secret.
Why quest ion me? Ask t hose who h
 eard me. Surely they know what I said.”
When Jesus said this, one of the off icials nearby s lapped him in the face. “Is
this the way you answer the high p
 riest?” he demanded.
“If I said somet hing w
 rong,” Jesus replied, “test if y as to what is w
 rong. But if
I spoke the t ruth, why did you strike me?” Then Annas sent him bound to Caia
phas the high priest.
Meanwhile, Simon Peter was s till standing t here warming himself. So they a sked
him, “You a ren’t one of his disciples too, are you?”
He denied it, saying, “I am not.”
One of the high priest’s servants, a relat ive of the man whose ear Peter had
cut off, challenged him, “Didn’t I see you with him in the garden?” Again Peter
denied it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow.
Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman gov
ernor. By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonia l uncleanness they did
not enter the palace, because they wanted to be able to eat the Passover. So Pilate
came out to them and a sked, “What charges are you bringing against this man?”
“If he were not a crimi nal,” they replied, “we would not have handed him
over to you.”
Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.”
“But we have no r ight to execute anyone,” they objected. This took place to
fulf ill what Jesus had said about the kind of d
 eath he was going to die.
Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and a sked him,
“Are you the king of the Jews?”
“Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?”
“Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief p
 riests handed you
over to me. What is it you have done?”
Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would
f ight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from an
other place.”
“You are a king, then!” said Pilate.
Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and
came into the world is to test if y to the t ruth. Everyone on the side of t ruth listens
to me.”
“What is t ruth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out a gain to the Jews gath
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ered t here and said, “I find no basis for a charge a gainst him. But it is your custom
for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me
to release ‘the king of the Jews’?”
They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had tak
en part in an upr ising.
Then Pilate took Jesus and had him f logged. The sold iers twisted together
a crown of t horns and put it on his head. They c lothed him in a purple robe and
went up to him again and again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they slapped
him in the face.
Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews gathered there, “Look, I am
bringi ng him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a c harge a gainst
him.” When Jesus came out wearing the crown of t horns and the purple robe, Pi
late said to them, “Here is the man!”
As soon as the chief p
 riests and t heir off icials saw him, they shouted, “Cru
cif y! Crucif y!”
But Pilate answered, “You take him and crucif y him. As for me, I find no basis
for a c harge a gainst him.”
The Jewish leaders insisted, “We have a law, and accordi ng to that law he
must die, because he c laimed to be the Son of God.”
When Pilate h
 eard this, he was even more a fraid, and he went back inside the
palace. “Where do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but J esus gave him no answer.
“Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you rea lize I have power eit her
to free you or to crucif y you?”
Jesus ans wered, “You would have no power over me if it were not given to
you from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is g uilty of a great
er sin.”
From then on, Pilate t ried to set Jesus free, but the Jewish leaders kept shout
ing, “If you let this man go, you are no f riend of Caesar. Anyone who c laims to be
a king opposes Caesar.”
When Pilate h
 eard this, he b
 rought Jesus out and sat down on the j udge’s seat
at a place k nown as the Stone Pavement (which in Ara maic is Gabbat ha). It was
the day of Prepa rat ion of the Passover; it was about noon.
“Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews.
But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucif y him!”
“Shall I crucif y your king?” Pilate asked.
“We have no king but Caesar,” the c hief p
 riests answered.
Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucif ied.
So the sold iers took c harge of Jesus. Carr yi ng his own c ross, he went out to the
place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgot ha). There they crucif ied him,
and with him two others — one on each side and Jesus in the midd le.
Pilate had a not ice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: jesus of naz
ar eth, the king of the jews. Many of the Jews read this sign, for the p
 lace w
 here
Jesus was crucif ied was near the city, and the sign was written in Ara maic, Latin
and Greek. The chief p
 riests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do not w rite ‘The
King of the Jews,’ but that this man c laimed to be king of the Jews.”
Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”
18:39–19:22
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When the soldiers crucif ied Jesus, they took his clothes, div iding them into
four shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaini ng. This gar
ment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom.
“Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will
get it.”
This happened that the script ure m ight be fulf illed that said,
		
		

“They divided my clothes among them
and cast lots for my garment.”•

So this is what the soldiers did.
Near the cross of J esus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother t here, and the disciple
whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woma n,• here is your son,” and
to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her
into his home.
Later, knowing that everyt hing had now been finished, and so that Script ure
 ould be fulf illed, Jesus said, “I am t hirsty.” A jar of wine vinegar was t here, so
w
they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted
it to J esus’ lips. When he had received the d
 rink, J esus said, “It is finished.” With
that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
Now it was the day of Prepa rat ion, and the next day was to be a special Sab
bath. Because the Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the crosses dur
ing the Sabbath, they a sked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken
down. The sold iers therefore came and broke the legs of the f irst man who had
been crucif ied with Jesus, and then t hose of the other. But when they came to
Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one
of the sold iers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringi ng a sudden flow of blood
and water. The man who saw it has given test imony, and his test imony is true. He
k nows that he tells the t ruth, and he test if ies so that you also may believe. These
t hings happened so that the script ure would be fulf illed: “Not one of his bones
will be broken,”• and, as another script ure says, “They will look on the one they
have pierced.”•
Later, Joseph of Arimat hea a sked Pilate for the body of J esus. Now Joseph was a
disciple of J esus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s
perm ission, he came and took the body away. He was accompa n ied by Nicode
mus, the man who earl ier had visited J esus at n ight. Nicodemus brought a mix
ture of myrrh and aloes, about sevent y-five pounds.• Taking Jesus’ body, the two
of them w rapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance
with Jew ish buria l customs. At the place where Jesus was crucif ied, t here was a
garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. Be
cause it was the Jewish day of Prepa rat ion and since the tomb was nearby, they
laid Jesus there.
Early on the f irst day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went
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to the tomb and saw that the s tone had been removed from the ent rance. So she
came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said,
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have
put him!”
So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were runn ing,
but the other disciple outran Peter and r eached the tomb f irst. He bent over and
looked in at the strips of linen lyi ng t here but did not go in. Then Simon Peter
came a long behind him and went s traight into the tomb. He saw the s trips of linen
ly ing t here, as well as the cloth that had been w
 rapped a round Jesus’ head. The
cloth was still lying in its place, sepa rate from the linen. Finally the other disciple,
who had reached the tomb f irst, also went inside. He saw and believed. (They still
did not understand from Script ure that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) Then the
disciples went back to where they were staying.
Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look
into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been,
one at the head and the other at the foot.
They asked her, “Woma n, why are you crying?”
“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have
put him.” At this, she t urned a round and saw Jesus standing t here, but she did not
rea lize that it was J esus.
He asked her, “Woma n, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”
Thinki ng he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carr ied him away,
tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.”
Jesus said to her, “Mary.”
She t urned toward him and c ried out in Ara maic, “Rabboni!” (which m
 eans
“Teacher”).
Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Fat her.
Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Fat her and your
Fat her, to my God and your God.’ ”
Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!”
And she told them that he had said t hese t hings to her.
On the evening of that f irst day of the week, when the disciples were together, with
the doors l ocked for fear of the Jewish leaders, J esus came and stood a mong them
and said, “Peace be with you!” After he said this, he s howed them his h
 ands and
side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Fat her has sent me, I am sending
you.” And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you
forg ive anyone’s sins, t heir sins are forg iven; if you do not forg ive them, they are
not forg iven.”
Now Thomas (also k nown as Didy mus• ), one of the Twelve, was not with the
disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my fin
ger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”
A week later his disciples were in the h
 ouse a gain, and Thomas was with
them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
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“Peace be with you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands.
Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed
are t hose who have not seen and yet have believed.”
Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
recorded in this book. But t hese are written that you may believe• that J esus is the
Messia h, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

A

fterward Jesus appeared a gain to his disciples, by the Sea of Gali lee.• It hap
pened this way: Simon Peter, Thomas (also k nown as Didy mus• ), Nat hanael
from Cana in Gali lee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together.
“I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.”
So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they c aught nothing.
Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not re
alize that it was J esus.
He called out to them, “Friends, h
 aven’t you any fish?”
“No,” they answered.
He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.”
When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the l arge number
of fish.
Then the disciple whom J esus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as
Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he w
 rapped his outer garment a round
him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. The other disciples fol
lowed in the boat, towi ng the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore,
about a hundred yards.• When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals t here
with fish on it, and some bread.
Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” So Simon
Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large
fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come
and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They
knew it was the Lord. Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the
same with the fish. This was now the t hird time Jesus appeared to his disciples
after he was r aised from the dead.
When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do
you love me more than these?”
“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”
Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”
The t hird time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
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Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the t hird time, “Do you love me?” He
said, “Lord, you know all t hings; you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. Very truly I tell you, when you were younger
you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will
stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you
do not want to go.” Jesus said this to ind icate the kind of death by which Peter
would glor if y God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!”
Peter t urned and saw that the disciple whom J esus loved was following them.
(This was the one who had l eaned back against J esus at the supper and had said,
“Lord, who is going to bet ray you?”) When Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what
about him?”
Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain a live unt il I ret urn, what is that to
you? You must follow me.” Because of this, the rumor spread a mong the believers
that this disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only
said, “If I want him to remain a live unt il I ret urn, what is that to you?”
This is the disciple who test if ies to t hese t hings and who w
 rote them down.
We know that his test imony is true.
Jesus did many other t hings as well. If every one of them were written down, I
suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would
be written.
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of John.
Page 1820 ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’:
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Page 1822 Spirit: The Greek for Spirit is the
same as that for wind.
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684
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Page 1830 me and drink ... within them.”: Or me.
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Page 1832 “If you were ... you would: Some early
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said ... Jesus said.
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